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JACK RUSSELL TERRIER LECTURE

INTRODUCTION

First and foremost students of the Jack Russell Terrier must be aware that the function for which the
dog was bred created its form and strangely enough, its colour.

With this in mind it should not be difficult to identify the CORRECT TYPE in its various forms.
Thereby preserving the traditions which had their beginnings almost 150 years ago.

The ANKC recognised the Jack Russell Terrier in 1991 although it had been in Australia since the 60s
a very comprehensive stud book register was set up in Victoria at that time. This proved invaluable
when seeking ANKC recognition as a pure breed.

Because Australia was the first country to accept the Jack Russell Terrier as a pure breed, we have
naturally become the source from which breeding stock is sought. Even before FCI recognition, Asia
& Europe looked to us to lead the way. It is therefore IMPERATIVE that you as Judges reward and
foster the correct breed type as it is so easily lost through the lack of knowledge or disinterest.

On the other hand, one should not award an inferior type, remember you sign its Challenge Certificate
which states – “I am clearly of the opinion that this exhibit is of such OUTSTANDING MERIT ...”

The ANKC has recently released an Extended Standard for the Jack Russell Terrier, this is most
helpful as the breed, many feel is still in its formative years. To deviate from these guide lines and
promote LIKES and DISLIKES would destroy the Jack Russell’s history and breed type.

At times it will be a difficult undertaking to find the required “Hallmarks” for this breed, but when you
do and send it through to General Specials where your choice wins in Group or in Show your
discernment and effort will prove worthwhile.

CORRECT INCORRECT
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HISTORY

The Jack Russell Terrier – Looking Back Briefly

John Russell was born on December 21, 1795 in Dartmouth where his father was also a Rector of
Iddesliegh in North Devon. He kept a small school and a modest pack of hounds. His son inherited
his father’s love of hunting and the countryside, but was described unlike his father as only a fair
classical scholar.

Jack's education began at Plympton an old established grammar school which boasted Sir Joshua
Reynolds as a former pupil. When Jack was 16, he went to study at Tiverton where he kept ferrets to
go rabbiting. He was caught and thrashed by the principal Dr Richards. Later, Jack was in trouble
again when it was found that he had half a pack of hounds in partnership with the local blacksmith.

In 1814 he went up to Oxford to take Holy Orders and was admitted to Exeter College. Jack Russell
soon had hunting friends, the Duke of Beauford who hunted near Badminton (where the famous 3 day
event horse trial is now held) and South Oxfordshire that is now hunted by the Heythorp. Interesting
to note that early imports of Jack Russell dogs were given to Bill Roycrofft (the Gold medallist of the
1960 Rome Olympics) by the now Duke of Beauford and Heythorp hunt. Jacks from this hunt were
also imported in to Victoria in the 1960's, these dogs can be found in many of the Jack Russell
pedigrees today registered with the ANKC.

Legend has it that Parson John Russell, Vicar of Swymbridge in Devon acquired his first terrier while
studying at Oxford, around 1816. A bitch named "Trump" was bought from a milkman in the village of
Marston in Oxfordshire. She was described as a sort of fox terrier, the size of a small vixen -around
12" in height, rough coat and cropped ears which was the fashion. Cropping was banned soon after
this time as the Prince of Wales did not like it. "Trump" was predominantly white with head markings
and a penny piece spot at the base of her tail. Quote: -"Jack Russell’s interest lay in terriers which
were entirely white or had colour confined to head and a small patch at the root of their tail. So single
minded was his pursuit of these characteristics that towards the end of his life not only were all his
terriers incapable of producing other markings but he, confined himself to dogs which carried these
markings. Body colour in Russell’s opinion was a sure sign of a beagle cross!"

“TRUMP”

Because "Trump" was the ancestor of the Parsons legendary strain of terriers these markings have
been emulated by breeders since and are termed "Classic Markings" or "Ideal" though not mentioned
as such in the current ANKC standard. Much of the original JRT standard was thought to be too
wordy and was left on the "Cutting room floor" even so the STANDARD does say white MUST
predominate and most breeders try to emulate the Rev Jack Russell’s original concept.


